[image: image1.png]Blind

Foundation
o o

Beyond vision loss




Cultural Responsiveness Learning Module
Information sheet for kãpō Mãori and whãnau assignment interview participants

What is this course and assignment about?
As part of their professional development, some staff at the Blind Foundation are taking an online course, entitled, Cultural Responsiveness. This course has been developed for the Blind Foundation. It is hoped that this course will be associated with NZQA Unit Standard 29607 and part of the NZQA Level 7 Diploma in Vision Habilitation/Rehabilitation in the future.
Blind Foundation staff on the course are learning about how to improve their cultural responsive practice by Incorporating culturally appropriate processes and protocols into their practice when working with kāpō Māori and their whānau/hapū and people from other cultures.

As part of the course, students need to do an assignment which asks them to evaluate their own cultural responsive professional practice with kāpō Māori in an interview situation. They also hope to find out more about their kāpō clients’ (and their whanau, if appropriate) unique cultural, social and linguistic needs. Afterwards, they will then evaluate themselves in regards to how they responded appropriately in the interview itself, and how they have met, or can meet, the identified needs in their professional practice. Some Blind Foundation staff are not currently working with kãpo Mãori and so, with Kāpō Māori Aotearoa support, you may be invited to participate in an interview by a Blind Foundation staff member whom you do not know.  


Who leads and developed the course?
Dr. Nancy Higgins (Pakehã) is the principal lecturer at the Blind Foundation on the course and she can be contacted on 0800 24 33 33, if you have any questions. 
Dr. Hazel Phillips Ngãti Mütunga), Professor Khyla Russell (Kai Tahu), and Veta Endemann (Samoan) also have contributed to the development of the course content. Chrissie Cowan (Ngãti Kahungunu) and Nigel Ngahiwi (Ngãti Maniapoto) have provided video content for the course as well.
The following information is designed to help you decide whether or not you wish to participate in this project. 

What will you need to do?
If you agree to take part in an interview, a Blind Foundation staff member, who is a student on the course, will interview you about your cultural, linguistic, and social needs when receiving Blind Foundation services. If you wish, you can have whãnau members and/or a Kāpō Māori Aotearoa field worker with you when you are interviewed. If you wish, you can also be interviewed with others in a hui. Also, you do not have to answer any question/s in the interview, if you do not wish to, without any disadvantage of any kind.
How much time will be involved?
Each interview will take approximately one hour. 
Where will any interviews and hui take place?
If you choose to take part in an interview, the student on the course will ask where you would like to be interviewed. You can be interviewed at your home, at your Marae, a meeting room of your choice, or any other place of your choice. Also, the student can provide a place for you to meet as well if you wish.  Basic Māori protocol will be followed. 

    Interviews and hui will take place at a time and place that is agreeable to the specific participants concerned. 


How will the information in the project be kept private?
The information in interviews that you give the student will only be used in their assignment. Only the student, the principal lecturer in the course, and future course auditors (NZQA representatives) will see this information. 
When the student writes up their assignment, they will not use your name, the names of your whãnau members, or any other information that may identify you. Assignments are kept by the principal lecturer in a locked internet file at the Blind Foundation until the student completes the NZQA Diploma in Vision Habilitation/Rehabilitation or leave their employment at the Blind Foundation. 
What happens if you do not want to be involved in the assignment?
Your participation is entirely your choice. You do not have to take part in the assignment, and if you choose not to take part you will receive usual services. There will be no disadvantage to you. 

     If you do agree to take part, you are free to withdraw from participating at any time, without having to give a reason and this will in no way affect you.

How can you get more information about the course or the assignment?

 If you would like to know more about the course or the assignment, please contact Dr. Nancy Higgins:

email: nhiggins@blindfoundation.org.nz
phone: 0800 24 33 33 or (03) 375-4316 (direct dial)
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